The paper is dedicated to the analysis of syllable structure in English against the background of some typologically similar and different languages.
Introduction
Beginning with the late 1980-ies (cf. Brodovich 1986 , Brodovich 1987 ) the present author was proposing the idea that English in its phonological development is drifting away from its affiliation with the purely phonemic languages to closer ties with syllabic languages. However, further analysis of the problem made the author reappraise the relationships observed. The present paper is aimed at presenting this reappraisal of the earlier proposal.
Foundations for the original proposal
The arguments for this view were based on the ideas in the fundamental work by V.B.Kasevich (Kasevich 1983) stating the principal distinctions between phonemic and syllabic languages. The properties of English demonstrating its closeness to syllabic languages are the following.
(1) Сloser contact of all stressed vowels with the following consonant than with the preceding one, in particular the dependence of a vowel's variation pattern on the following, and not on the preceding, consonant; (2) difference in variation patterns between syllable-initial and syllablefinal allophones of consonants; (3) a decrease in the number of consonants -at least in dialect - The following facts from English dialect variation prove the first item.
• Wells 1982, v.3, 494-5) .
Evidence from American English is offered by the development in progress of the narrower and often diphthongoidal realizations of the phoneme /ae/. This change shows dependence on the following consonant, the position before nasals being the first to trigger the process (Wells 1982, 6.1.4.) . Item four above is proved by many facts and
considerations. J.C.Wells in his Pronunciation
Dictionary (Wells 1990, xx) 
To sum up
English, together with other Germanic 
